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Press Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MAY 10, 2018

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR GEOGRAPHIC EDUCATION 
ANNOUNCES 2018 AWARD WINNERS 

Celebrating the best geography educators of 2018

WASHINGTON D.C. – For over 100 years the National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE) has worked to 
enhance the status and quality of geography teaching and learning at all levels of instruction.  Through our annual 
awards program, NCGE recognizes excellence in geography teaching, mentoring, research, instructional design and 
service.  

Award nominations are received each year from geography teachers, professors, and experts from around the world. 
Nominations are evaluated by award specific committee experts who select the award recipients. This year 35 
educators from 16 states and 5 countries have been selected to receive NCGE awards honors. 

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR GEOGRAPHIC EDUCATION IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE  
THE FOLLOWING 2018 AWARD WINNERS: 

THE GEORGE J MILLER AWARD 
Our highest honor, this award for lifetime service to geography education goes to: 

CAROL GERSMEHL – Michigan Geographic Alliance, Oshtemo, MI 
PHIL GERSMEHL – Michigan Geographic Alliance, Oshtemo, MI  

DISTINGUISHED MENTOR AWARD 
This award for mentoring future geographers and geography educators goes to: 

RANDY BERTOLAS – Wayne State College, Wayne, NE 

THE BRUNN CREATIVITY AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY 
This award recognizes outstanding elementary, middle, and high school teachers who have demonstrated great 

creativity, originality, and innovation in their teaching of geography.                                                                     
 MICHAEL ROBINSON – Houston High School, Germantown, TN 

OUTSTANDING SUPPORT FOR GEOGRAPHIC EDUCATION 
 This award for outstanding contributions to geography education outside the formal classroom goes to: 

SUSAN LAHTI – Maine Geographic Alliance, Farmington, ME 
ASHLEY MELVILLE – Cobb County School District, Marietta, GA 

AMY MILLER – DFW World Affairs Council, Dallas, TX 
PAUL RITTENHOUSE – James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA  

GERMAINE WAGNER – Geography Improvement Project, Casper, WY
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E. WILLARD AND RUBY S. MILLER GEOGRAPHY EDUCATION RESEARCH GRANTS:  
This award that provides financial assistance to advance the frontiers of geographic education  

supporting and promoting innovative research in theory, practice, and application goes to:  
INJEONG JO - Texas State University, San Marcos, TX 

SALVATORE J. NATOLI DISSERTATION 
 This award is for outstanding doctoral research goes to: 

JINHEE LEE - Seoul National University, Seoul, South Korea 

DISTINGUISHED TEACHER- HIGHER EDUCATION 
 This award is for excellence in geography teaching and leadership at the post-secondary level goes to: 

KAREN BARTON – University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, CO 
KATHERINE NASHLEANAS – University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 

MICHAEL PRETES – University of North Alabama, Florence, AL 
VANESSA SLINGER-FRIEDMAN – Kennesaw State University, Kennesaw, GA 

DISTINGUISHED TEACHER- K-12 
 This award is for excellence in geography teaching and leadership at the K-12 level goes to: 

MELANIE DAVIS – Pass Road Elementary, Gulfport, MS 
KEVIN DOCKERY – Fred J. Page High School, Franklin, TN 

ALLISON EWING – Bullis School, Potomac, MD 
TERESA GOODIN – Henley Middle School, Crozet, VA 

ANGELA HUTCHINSON – Poteet High School Mesquite ISD, Mesquite, TX 
AMANDA KILLOUGH – Flower Mound High School, Flower Mound, TX 

SCOTT MACE – Charlottesville High School, Charlottesville, VA 
THERESA PIERCE – Rowan County Early College High School, Salisbury, NC 

MARK SKEIE – Jupiter Community High School, Jupiter, FL 
MEGAN SMITH-KEENUM – Forest Hills Elementary, Florence, AL 

JOURNAL OF GEOGRAPHY AWARDS 

BEST ELEMENTARY TEACHING ARTICLE 
“Problem-Oriented Learning in Geography Education: Construction of Motivating Problems” 

GUNTER WEISS – University of Cologne, Köln, Germany     

BEST SECONDARY TEACHING ARTICLE 
 “Bridging the Divide: The Potential Role of Contemporary Geographical Research in Schools” 
ALEKSANDRA KAZMIERCZAK – European Environment Agency, Copenhagen K, Denmark 

PETER MACKIE – Cardiff University, Cardiff, United Kingdom 

BEST COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY ARTICLE 
“Preparing Preservice Teachers to Incorporate Geospatial Technologies in Geography Teaching” 

WENDY HARTE – Griffith University, Queensland, Australia
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Award recipients will be honored during a ceremony held at the 2018 National Conference on Geography 
Education presented by the National Council for Geographic Education. The 2018 National Conference on 
Geography Education will be held August 6th - August 10th at the Convention Center in Quebec City, Quebec, 
Canada. 

For more information about the NCGE award program and application process, visit www.ncge.org/awards. 

ABOUT THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR GEOGRAPHIC EDUCATION:  The National Council for Geographic 
Education is a nonprofit membership organization that works to strengthen the  quality and effectiveness of 
geography teaching and learning. We provide a global forum for educators of all levels to exchange ideas and 
engage in professional learning opportunities to improve their geography teaching practice. We provide the 
organizational structure needed to advance research in geography education. We publish journals, the National 
Geography Standards, and a variety of materials for diffusing research and best practices on geography 
education. We recognize exceptional educators and supporters in geography education. We lead and support a 
variety of educational and creative programs to support our members and advance global literacy. Visit 
www.ncge.org to learn more. 

CONTACT: MR. ZACHARY R. DULLI 
ZACH@NCGE.ORG 
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BEST ARTICLE FOR GEOGRAPHY PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
“Guided Educational Tourism as Informal Physical Geography Education on St. Helena Island, Michigan” 

JOSEPH LANE – Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI 
JOSEPH STOLTMAN - Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI  

THE GEOGRAPHY TEACHER AWARDS 

BEST CONTENT ARTICLE  
“The Mixed Plate: A Field Experience on the Cultural and Environmental Diversity of the Big Island of Hawai'i” 

AVA FUJIMOTO-STRAIT – Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX 
JOHN STRAIT – Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, TX 

BEST LESSON PLAN 
“Exploring on the Overland Trail, Missouri to California, 1858: Including Adaptations for English-Language Learners” 

ROSA BREFELD - University of Missouri, St. Louis, MO 
SARAH COPPERSMITH - University of Missouri, St. Louis, MO  

GEOGRAPHIC EXCELLENCE IN MEDIA AWARDS 
“Student Atlas of Nebraska” 

RANDY BERTOLAS – Wayne State College, Wayne, NE 
“Atlas of South Carolina Modules” 

JERRY MITCHELL - University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC 

http://www.ncge.org/awards
http://www.ncge.org/

