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According to the International Encyclopedia of Human Geography, sense of place 
“refers to the emotive bonds and attachments people develop or experience in 
particular locations and environments, at scales ranging from the home to the 
nation. Sense of place is also used to describe the distinctiveness or unique 
character of particular localities and regions. Sense of place can refer to 
positive bonds of comfort, safety, and well-being engendered by place, home, 
and dwelling, as well as negative feelings of fear, dysphoria, and 
placelessness.”

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/sense-of-place


“Place is security, space is freedom: we are 
attached to the one and long for the other.”

“What is home? It is the old homestead, the old 
neighborhood, hometown, or motherland.”

“Geographers study places. Planners would like 
to evoke ‘a sense of place.’”



“The ideas ‘space’ and ‘place’ require each other for 
definition. From the security and stability of place we 
are aware of the openness, freedom, and threat of space, 
and vice versa. Furthermore, if we think of space as that 
which allows movement, then place is pause; each 
pause in movement makes it possible for location to be 
transformed into place.”

“Human beings require both space and place. Human 
lives are a dialectical movement between shelter and 
venture, attachment and freedom. In open space one 
can become intensely aware of place; and in the 
solitude of a sheltered place the vastness of space 
beyond acquires a haunting presence. A healthy being 
welcomes constraint and freedom, the boundedness of 
place and the exposure of space.”



“Sense of place is a collective identity tied to
a particular place, perhaps best thought of as the 
unique ‘character’ of a place. People are guided in 
their actions by particular identities that say who 
they are and what they can and cannot, should and 
should not, do. Belonging to a particular ethnic 
group socializes people into particular expectations 
and life-chances. Part of one’s sense of ‘belonging’ 
is attachment to place, which can translate into 
visions of what a place should be ‘like’: notably who 
‘belongs’ and who doesn’t.”



“Sense of place shifts across 
enormous scales – from direct 
experiences of grandma’s kitchen…to 
an appreciation of the entire globe …
And while it is almost always 
regarded as altogether positive, it is 
important to remember that sense of 
place can contribute to negative, 
exclusionary, even xenophobic 
attitudes, and ambiguity…”

Edward Relph, Canadian 
geographer, author of Place and 
Placelessness, in a blog post

https://www.placeness.com/sense-of-place-an-overview/


“Placemaking inspires people to collectively 
reimagine and reinvent public spaces as the 
heart of every community. Strengthening the 
connection between people and the places they 
share, placemaking refers to a collaborative 
process by which we can shape our public 
realm in order to maximize shared value. More 
than just promoting better urban design, 
placemaking facilitates creative patterns of 
use, paying particular attention to the physical, 
cultural, and social identities that define a 
place and support its ongoing evolution.”

“What is Placemaking?”
Project for Public Places

https://www.pps.org/category/placemaking


Q3 2005
College Board, FRQ 

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/apc/_ap05_sg_human_geogra_46637.pdf


College Board
AP Classroom





How are sense of place and place 
making related to essential 
knowledge across the CED?
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1.4 Spatial concepts include absolute and relative location, 
space, place, flows, distance decay, time-space 
compression, and pattern.

2.2 Cultural landscapes are combinations of physical 
features, agricultural and industrial practices, religious 
and linguistic characteristics, evidence of sequent 
occupancy, and other expressions of culture including 
traditional and postmodern architecture and land-use 
patterns.

3.2 Attitudes toward ethnicity and gender, including the 
role of women in the workforce; ethnic neighborhoods; 
and indigenous communities and lands help shape the 
use of space in a given society.

3.3 Regional patterns of language, religion, and ethnicity 
contribute to a sense of place, enhance placemaking, and 
shape the global cultural landscape.



4.1 Types of political entities include nations, 
nation-states, stateless nations, multinational 
states, multistate nations, and autonomous and 
semiautonomous regions, such as American 
Indian reservations.

4.2 Colonialism, imperialism, independence 
movements, and devolution along national lines 
have influenced contemporary political boundaries.



6.1 Site and situation influence the origin, function, and 
growth of cities.
Changes in transportation and communication, 
population growth, migration, economic development, 
and government policies influence urbanization.

6.8 Sustainable design initiatives and zoning practices 
include mixed land use, walkability, 
transportation-oriented development, and 
smart-growth policies, including New Urbanism, 
greenbelts, and slow-growth cities. 
Praise for urban design initiatives includes the 
reduction of sprawl, improved walkability and 
transportation, improved and diverse housing 
options, improved livability and promotion of 
sustainable options. Criticisms include increased 
housing costs, possible de facto segregation, and the 
potential loss of historical or place character.



6.9 Quantitative data from census and survey data 
provide information about changes in population 
composition and size in urban areas.
Qualitative data from field studies and narratives 
provide information about individual attitudes toward 
urban change. (See Belonging in Oakland for potential 
stimuli.)

6.10 Urban renewal and gentrification have both 
positive and negative consequences. (See Q3 from 
2005.)

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/oakca1/groups/ceda/documents/report/oak070021.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/apc/_ap05_sg_human_geogra_46637.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/apc/_ap05_sg_human_geogra_46637.pdf
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The lesson was designed to teach PSO 3D Explain patterns and landscapes of language, 
religion, ethnicity, and gender. It could also be used as inspiration 
● to teach PSO 1A Define major geographic concepts that illustrate spatial 

relationships (might make a great beginning of the year exercise if you teach 
students who are new to your campus);

● to teach PSO 6A Explain the process that initiate and drive urbanization and 
suburbanization;

● to teach IMP 6C Identify the different urban design initiatives and practices;
● to teach IMP 6D Explain the effects of different urban design initiatives and 

practices; 
● to teach IMP 6E Explain how qualitative and quantitative data are used to show 

the causes and effects of geographic change within urban areas;
● to teach SPS 6A Explain causes and effects of geographic change within urban 

areas;
● to teach SPS 6B Describe the effectiveness of different attempts to address 

urban sustainability challenges;
● after the AP exam as part of a project



To begin the lesson, students do a quick write: 

Write about your favorite place. Where is it? What memories do you 
associate with it? How does thinking about that place make you feel?





Next, students were asked to look at these photos (from the place I associate with home, eastern 
Pennsylvania) and think about the pattern, where it might be, and how it might be connected to culture. 
What recurring elements of your local cultural landscape could you use in your classroom?



Next, give students the definition of sense of place. Apply quotes from 
Yi-Fu Tuan’s Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience to the definition 
and the writing students did at the beginning of class.



Introduce the Project for Public 
Spaces and what areas (access & 
linkages, sociability, uses & activities, 
comfort & image) students will 
evaluate during the field study.

Give students questions from the 
Project for Public Spaces: What Makes 
a Successful Place? (NOTE: I sent an 
email to everyone at my school letting 
them know what students would be 
doing and encouraging them to report 
inappropriate behavior to me.)

Give students at least 20-30 minutes 
to conduct the field study.

https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat
https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat


Debrief the field study. Ask students what they noted as strengths and areas 
for improvement. 



Give students the definition of place making, deliberate efforts to create or 
evoke a sense of place, and discuss why place making is done. Discuss 
evidence of and/or opportunities for place making at your school.





formative assessment:

Considering the results of your field study, explain the degree to which a 
sense of place is created in people using the space at ____________. Be 
sure your first sentence establishes the degree: to a great degree, to a 
moderate degree, to a small degree, to no degree at all. Then write a few 
sentences in which you use specific data/details from specific questions on 
the handout to support your answer.





Next, connect sense of place and place making to language, religion, and 
ethnicity. Give students five photos related to language, religion, and 
ethnicity that can be examined in the context of sense of place and place 
making. Have them view the photos silently for about a minute, noting one 
thing about each image (what do they see, think, or wonder?) while also 
trying to determine where the images were taken. I chose to use Montreal. 









After having students look at the photos, have students discuss with a 
partner what they wrote and where they think the images were taken. You 
could also ask students if they can think of similar examples in your local 
area, especially if you teach in an urban or suburban location.

Then go back through the photos, specifically discussing ethnicity and 
language, which are more evident than religion in the photos. With each 
photo, ask students how sense of place and/or placemaking is more 
evident. Answers will vary, but accept any answer that reflects the 
development of an emotional connection to a place (sense of place) or the 
deliberate attempt to foster or create sense of place (place making). 



If teaching the lesson during unit 3, consider having students make these 
connections:

A. Explain how the French language serves as a pull factor to Quebec for 
certain immigrants to Canada.

B. Describe features of the cultural landscape evident in the photo of the 
pavilion and the photo of Chinatown.

C. Explain why place making is used by governments to create a sense of 
place for residents.

D. Explain why place making is used by governments to create a sense of 
place for tourists.

E. Explain how language can be a centripetal force at the subnational scale 
in Canada.

F. Explain how language can be a centrifugal force at the national scale in 
Canada.



formative assessment: 

This image shows an 
exit from the highway 
leading to Makkah 
(Mecca), Saudi Arabia, 
the most sacred place 
in Islam. Citing specific 
details from the image 
and using what you 
have learned, explain 
how cultural traits such 
as religion, language, 
and ethnicity create a 
sense of place.



summative assessment: 

Find an image from the Project for Public Spaces, or take an image in your 
community. Ask students to:

Describe how the photo reflects a sense of place that may be experienced by 
[residents of the local area an/dor visitors to the area].

Explain the degree to which the photo reflects place making in [location].
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lesson plan with sources, a link to this presentation, and 
presentation to use or modify

Find images on Flickr or Pixabay.

Special thanks to the humans who make 
BTWHSPVA such a great place; the 
BTWHSPVA Advisory 
Board for funding faculty enrichment; 
Jane H. for helping with feedback on the lesson and 
participating in the webinar; Yi-Fu Tuan for writing so 
eloquently on the human in human geography; and the Project 
for Public Places.

Questions or feedback? Please feel free to ask or comment 
now, or email laura.kmetz@gmail.com.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MeMUAwVKBlmPdvb1WZYNVJEKoI4kC3lYqv2kaBCytPg/edit?usp=sharing


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and 

infographics & images by Freepik

Thank 
you!

Please keep this slide for attribution

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

